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SUBJECT: NEW GOVGEN ARRIVES - BRINGS NO RELIEF 

1. ARRIVAL OF NEW GOVGEN SILIVINO SILVERIO MARQUES JUNE 15 
BORDERED ON BEING A NON-EVENT. HE REVIEWED TOKEN HONOR GUARD 
AT AIRPORT (50 PERCENT OF WHOM BLACK); GREETED ASSEMBLED DIGNITAR- 
IES; DECLINED TO MAKE STATEMENT TO PRESS; DROVE TO PALACE VIA 
ROUTE MARKED BY HEAVY SECURITY. LATER IN DAY AT CHANGE-OF-COMMAND 
CEREMONY HE GAVE UNEXCEPTIONAL BUT CONVOLUTED SPEECH MOSTLY DEVOTED 
TO PRAISE OF THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT AND SPINOLA BUT CONCLUDING 
WITH HIS "OBVIOUSLY PROVISIONAL MANDATE:" 

-"TO TRANQUILIZE TROUBLED SPIRITS WITH HELP OF ANGOLAN PEOPLE;" 

-"TO CREATE CONDITIONS FOR A FREE AND RESPONSIBLE CLARIFICATION 
OF OUR PEOPLE SO THAT THEY WILL BE PLACED IN A POSTION TO DECIDE 
DEMOCRATICALLY, IN A FUTURE REFERENDUM, THEIR DESTINY, THE DESTINY 
OF ANGOLA, AND WITH IT THAT OF THE ENTIRE NATION" (I.E., PORTUGAL); 

-"TO PREVENT ANGOLA'S RETOGRESSION" AND TO LEAD IT TOWARD A 
HIGHER STANDARD OF LIVING AND A BETTER DISTRIBUTION OF ITS WEALTH. 
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FOLLOWING THE CEREMONY HE MET WITH PRESS, BUT ONLY TO GREET THEM. 
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2. HIS RECEPTION WAS ANYTHING BUT ENTHUSIASTIC, AND NEW GOVGEN 
HIMSELF IS FAR FROM BEING THE KIND OF EXTROVERT POLITICAL HIS 
PREDECESSOR WAS. MOOD OF DIGNITARIES AT AIRPORT AND AT PALACE 
CEREMONY MATCHED THE GRAY DRABNESS OF LUANDA'S WINTER AND GOVGEN'S 
MANNER. MOST OF THOSE ON HAND ASIDE FROM MILITARY HIERARCHY WERE 
LAME DUCK CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES PLUS SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF BUSINESS 
LEADERS. INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF HUGH CONGLOMERATES. ONE 
SOON-TO-DEPART DIGNITARY COMMENTED TO ME THAT THE ONLY PERSON 
MISSING SEEMED TO BE THE FORMER DGS CHIEF, OTHERWISE "SAME OLD 
CROWD." IT WAS, WITH ALMOST NO NON- WHITES PRESENT OTHER THAN 

DOZEN SENIOR CIVIL SERVANTS FROM OLD REGIME. 

3. MILITARY AND POLICE TOOK EXTRAORDINARY (FOR LUANDA) SECURITY 
MEASURES TO PREVENT TROUBLE, EXPECTED FROM LOW AND MIDDLE CLASS 
WHITES. AS IT TURNED OUT, THESE WERE ABOUT THE ONLY PEOPLE LINING 
THE ROUTE TO THE PALACE, SILENT AND GLUM. LEFTIST DEMOCRATIC 
MOVEMENT HAD DISTRIBUTED LEAFLETS JUNE 14 URGING POPULACE TO 

STAY AWAY FROM AIRPORT; WE UNDERSTAND MPLA ALSO INSTRUCTED BLACKS 
TO BOYCOTT ARRIVAL. WHATEVER THE REASON, VERY FEW BLACKS WERE TO 
BE SEEN ANYWHERE. 

4. AS GOVGEN WALKED OUT OF AIRPORT TERMINAL, HE WAS MET BY FOUR 
LARGE BANNERS "WELCOMING" HIM. THEY ADDED TO THE GENERAL DAMP 
ATMOSPHERE: "SILVINO GO AWAY." "GET RID OF EDUCATION SECRETAY." 
"ALFONSO MEDES - POLICE OPPRESSION." "WORKERS REPUDIATE LABOR 
SECRETARY." (ALFONSO MEDES IS PROBABLE NEW LABOR SECRETARY.) 
QUESTIONED AS TO WHAT HE WAS UP TO, YOUNG AFRICAN HOLDING ONE END 
OF SIGN (OTHER WAS WHITE - AS WITH MOST BANNERS) SAID HE DID NOT 
KNOW, HE HAD BEEN HIRED OFF THE STREET TO HELP OUT. SEVERAL OLD 
GUARD OFFICIALS ON HAND LAUGHED OPENLY AT THE BANNERS, WHICH WE 
UNDERSTAND WERE THE PERSONAL WORK OF THE HEAD OF THE WHITE 
COLLAR WORKERS UNION. 

5. AT PALACE CEREMONY SILVERIO MARQUES LOOKED OLD AND TIRED. HIS 
SPEECH WAS SOMEWHAT CONVOLUTED (VINTAGE SALAZAR) AND AT TIMES 
BORDERED ON THE SYCOPHANCY OF THE PAST. SPINOL WAS DESCRIBED AS 
"LEGENDARY FIGURE," "GREAT MILITARY LEADER," "GREAT PORTUGUES," 
"HONORED GUARANTOR OF MFA PROGRAM." 
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6. COMMENT: SPEECH POSSIBLY WAS INTENDED TO SOOTHE THE ESTABLISH 
MENT HERE, BUT CERTAINLY HELD LITTLE FOR THOSE LOOKING TO EARLY 
POLITICAL SOLUTIONS. EXPECTATIONS AS WELL AS APPREHENSIONS HERE 
HAVE BEEN HIGH, AS HAVE BEEN HOPES THAT THE ARRIVAL OF THE NEW 
GOVGEN WOULD AT LAST BRING SOME RELIEF TO THOSE (PRACTICALLY 
EVERYONE) LOOKING TO HIGHER AUTHORITY FOR GUIDANCE. SILVERIO 
MARQUES' ARRIVAL COULD HARDLY HAVE SATISFIED THEM AT ALL. THE 
VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF BLACKS SEEMED TO GIVE THE LIE TO 
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HOPEFUL ASSERTIONS THAT SILVERIO MARQUES WAS "POPULAR" WITH 
AFRICANS. RATHER, JUNE 15 DRAMATIZED THE FACT THAT ANGOLA AWAITS 
ITS UNKNOWN FUTURE AND URGENTLY NEEDS LEADERSHIP. 

BRIGGS 
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